Hello and thank you for the purchase. 
The first few tips that I will share is how to get free souvenirs. After becoming friends with and talking to a retired Disney Imagineer, he explained that throughout all of the theme parks, there are a lot of free souvenirs. He explained that they are easy to get, but not a lot of people are aware. Here is the list for you to use.
If you have a small child and they are not yet tall enough, or even mature enough to go on one of the main attractions such as Space Mountain or Tower of Terror, this is what you need to do. Ask a Cast Member for a “not tall enough certificate” and they will give you a certificate to use on your next visit. Your child’s name will be on it and this certificate will also work as a fast pass for your entire party on your next trip. The certificates very depending on the rides, but these certificates always have an abundance of Disney Characters on them as well as a very nice photo of the ride the certificate belongs to. Even if you bring it back to use as a fast pass the following year, they will still let your child keep it. We got ours framed and it looks great.
Also, at any kiosk or guest relations booth, do not forget to ask for your Star Wars Boarding Pass booklet. This Booklet serves as a passport, which can be used after you ride the Star Tours attraction. After the ride, just ask any Cast Member to stamp it and it can be stamped after each time you go on this ride. This is an excellent collectable and souvenir for kids. 

Another excellent collectable is the Disney 
Sorcerers Cards. Now at Disney’s Magic Kingdom, they have little stations set up all throughout the park, where your kids can use these cards to fight evil sorcerers. These cards are given out for free in the Magic Kingdom Fire Hall or the Guest Relations office. When you get the cards, the Cast Member will explain everything you need to know. These cards are excellent souvenirs and you can get a few packs every day that you go. If you look on Ebay, some of these cards even have value and are selling for a few bucks. 
Also when you are visiting Magic Kingdom, Of course there comes a time when you want to buy some pop or beverage. My tip is that if you are going to buy a beverage, buy it in the restaurant in Cinderella’s Castle. The Straws they give out in each drink are the large Mickey Mouse Shaped reusable plastic straws.  The same straws are being sold throughout all of the Disney parks and Downtown Disney for $4.99. When you buy a drink at the castle, it costs $2.50. 
When finding a place to eat, all restaurants have the same menu for kids. It is then best to choose Cosmic Rays to dine in, because at least their kid’s meals are served on glow in the dark souvenir Frisbees.

At every theme park, there a hundreds of Cast Members walking around. Each of these Cast Members have stickers, stamps or candy in their pockets, but they only give them out when asked. Have your child ask each Cast Member if they have any stickers and whatever the Cast Member’s have, they will give to the kids. Each trip, my children will come home with 100’s of free stickers of all the Disney Characters. 
When my family goes to Disney, my daughter likes to collect napkins and menus from the many different restaurants. These napkins and menus have all the Disney characters on them and at home she makes collages. 
While visiting Hollywood Studios, there are not a lot of free souvenirs. 
However, there is a secret for a very affordable souvenir that nobody knows about. Go to Adrian & Edith’s Head to Toe Store. Inside, for $10.00 or less, you can have any Disney shirt, Mickey Ears or any Disney article of clothes you have embroidered with your own name or whatever you want them to put on it. For Mickey ears, they will put my kid’s names on them for about $5.00. After doing this, be prepared, every person in the park will ask where you got it from. 
While visiting Epcot, the following places have a lot of free stuff for kids.
In Innovations EAST, your kids can participate in several different activities. After completing each activity, they will then be allowed to keep what ever they were working with. In one area in Innovations EAST, kids learn how to make their own Velcro Frog bracelets.  In another area your kids will learn how to make their own plastic Robots. Both are free and easy to complete. 
Innovations WEST offers the same type of activities and there are a lot of free hands on demonstrations that you and your child can do. One of my kid’s favorites is to design their own Roller Coaster. Afterwards, they get a printout of the ride they developed and that makes for another nice souvenir. 
If you explore three different activities in Innovations, they will give you something to bring into the Road of Tomorrow attraction. When you bring it over, your kids will then be given their own custom made drivers license.

Inside each country’s pavilion, someone in the country is always giving away free things to kids. Just watch whatever demonstration that they are doing for their country and afterwards, they give away Suckers, Maps, Plastic Cups w/ the country embroidered on it. Stickers, blinking lights pins w/the countries name on them and etc. Every country gives something away so finding freebees will not be hard at all. 

There are also some crafts for kids in the China, Italy, and Canada pavilions. It varies year to year, but in the past, they have made some very good things to keep, such as masks, a clock and some country patches. 

Also go into the KID COTT stations. They make masks and other things for the kids to keep.

Don't forget to take the ONE MANS DREAM quiz in Epcot. Afterwards, you get a very nice souvenir certificate. 

There are also free e-postcards with your photo at Mission Space & Image Works. While there you will see a bunch of computers with web cams. Just go to one, fill out your name, take a picture, type in your email address and when you get home, your kids will have another nice souvenir waiting for them.
While visiting Animal Kingdom

Go to Rafiki’s Planet. They have the kids do a scavenger hunt and afterwards they give the kids Discovery Club Activity Guide.

Also in Each Restaurant, if you buy the gift mugs, along with the real ice that they put in your drink, they also put a fake ice cube that glows. Usually, people do not know this and they throw it out, but these cubes make another nice free souvenir.
Don’t forget to Pick up a free map at the entrance of the Animal Kingdom Park and then find one of the six locations for the Kids Discovery Club. At these special locations, youngsters can pick up a Kids Discovery Club Passport. Then visit the six locations and your kids will get to participate in a fun and educational activity. They will also get their passport stamped for completing each activity and if you complete all six, your child will get a special souvenir. 
With all of these free souvenirs, your kids may not be begging you so much to buy them things when visiting different gift shops. 
Throughout all of the Disney Parks, there are secrets that not a lot of people know about. These secrets will definitely make your trip more fun and enjoyable. 

Secrets in Magic Kingdom. 

While in the railroad station on Main St. Listen and you will hear a telegraph working. They are just not random clicks, they are a Morse code rendition of Walt Disney’s opening day speech at Disney Land on July 17th 1955.

If you’re in the Military, go to the Town Square guest relations office and ask to participate in the flag ceremony. You and your family will be the main guests at the lowering of the flag ceremony. 

If you are a firefighter, bring patches of your fire station. In town square, they have a fire hall and they display every single patch any firefighter brings in. Your patch will then be displayed at Disney forever. 

Also in Town Square, go into the Chapeau store. Against the wall you will see an old antique telephone. Pick up the telephone and listen in on the conversation. You can hear a telephone call between a mother and her daughter from 50-years ago. People see this phone, but they never think to touch it. All of these props are for the amusement of the guests.
In Adventure Land, near the loading area of the Jungle Cruise, You will see a spider in a cage, if it is sleeping, ask a Cast Member if your child could wake it up and see what happens.

Also on the Jungle Cruise, listen closely to the native on the left hand side near the end of the ride. He is crouched in the bushes telling everyone “I love disco”. 

In the Carousel of progress and the Pirates of the Caribbean you will see the same exact dog in each ride. This dog is Walt Disney’s boyhood dog and since he loved this dog so much, he made sure his dog made it to Disney World.

On the Pirates of the Caribbean, you will pass under a pirate sitting on a bridge with his leg hung over.  On a weird note, this is the only pirate with real human hair on the leg.

If you go on the Buzz Light year Ride, this secret will give you all the points you need to beat your kids. When you enter the room with the Orange robot, forgot about all the other targets and just look at his right Eye. For 5 seconds, an X will appear on the Eye and you can blast it as many times as you want before it disappears. Each hit is worth 100,000. 
If you go on the Liberty Bell, have your child ask a cast member to blow the horn. As long as nobody else asked, they will let your child toot the horn and if there is availability, a special gift might also be given out.
If you go in the haunted mansion and want to be the first to leave the stretching room, stand under the painting of the lady with the umbrella. This is a good tip for people who bring kids in there. Incase the kids get scared, stand under the painting and be the first out of the room.
If you want to be the last person in the room, stick around as long as you can and the people in the pictures will yell, “GET OUT”. 

When going to the Tomorrow Land Speedway, when the line splits, stay to the right. There are more cars on that side and that line is a lot shorter. 
In Tomorrow Land, Near the Astro Orbiter, keep a look out for the METROPHONE. This phone is free to use and you can call any country in the world and then talk as long as you want. 
When you ride on Peter Pan’s flight, you will fly by Wendy’s bed, look closely to see what the building blocks spell out. 

In the Monsters’ Inc Laugh floor, they pick out people to be apart of the show. The people who get chosen are the people who sit behind the lamps, which are on the chair in front of them. The lamps have cameras inside them which help the cast members choose who to record for the show. It’s not a guarantee you will get picked, but knowing this still gives you a better chance. Also when you are in the waiting room, text a joke to the Monsters’ Inc Laugh Floor. The number is displayed and if you are lucky, one of the monsters on stage will say your Childs’ name and repeat the joke. The Imagineer gave me a joke that will always get picked and is approved for the laugh floor. The Joke is; (How do you make a tissue dance? Put a little boagie in it).  Your kids will be so happy to hear their name called on stage.
When you are near Cinderella’s Castle, look closely at the one corner of the building and you will see a small thin cable going from the castle to the restaurant across from it. If you sit outside of the restaurant at around noon, you will then see tinker bell flying across the cable from the restaurant into the castle. Also at night, if you are walking near the left side of the castle, listen carefully. You may hear Stitch making noises and grunting. If you do hear Stitch, look up and you will see a Hologram of him climbing the castle wall trying to break in.
There are also telephones, that look like props in Tomorrow land (under Astro Orbiter) and in the Market on Main St. If you pick up the phone, you’ll here funny phone calls. It may be boring for adults, but your children will talk about it forever. 

In Cosmic Ray's Starlight Cafe in Tomorrow land there are talking garbage cans along the left wall in the main area. There noticeable if you look for the chords. 

All throughout Disney World, you may notice a lot of garbage cans. Each garbage can is 27 paces away from each other. Walt paid for a behavioral study and the results were that people will not hold onto garbage for no longer than 27 paces, before just throwing the trash on the ground. 
Secrets for Epcot
There are thousands of little tips and secrets in Epcot. The only problem is that the park is so huge it is hard to always track down.  Here are some secrets in the park that are the easiest to spot. 

Look out for the chattering water fountains. You can find them behind Innovations West in between Future World and the World Showcase. Each of these water fountains will talk to you when you use them.  
In France, go to the wine tasting counter and behind the basket on the shelf, you will see ratatouille hiding. It’s not meant to be noticeable to everyone, but it is one of those inside tips that are nice to know.
If you are near the Grand Fountain of Nations, look to see what time it is. Every 15 minutes, the fountain puts on a magical computer choreographed display. A lot of people miss it due to poor timing, but if it is close to the 15 minute mark when you are near, you may as well check it out. 
If you are going to go on Mission Space, look at the large moon that is near the entrance. On the moon, you will see 29 colored dots. These 29 dots represent all the different moon landing sites used by astronauts and some unmanned spacecraft. 

In the African Outpost, there are a lot of Coca Cola crates everywhere. It is ok to look inside and start flipping the lids. People pass this thinking that they are Disney’s and should not be touched; but again, these props are there for our amusement. When you look inside, a lot of different things could happen. Either the boxes will have a pre recorded audio message from a Disney Character saying something, or there is a speaker inside and a Cast Member will be right around the corner saying something directly to you. 
If you go on the Maelstrom attraction ride in Norway, sit on the first bench you see after exiting the ride. This bench is a talking bench and the people controlling it will have fun with you. 

If you’re passing Mouse Gear, take a drink from the water fountain on the side near the bathroom. There are hidden speakers around the fountain and you can listen to hear what the voices are saying.
Do not forget to go into Disney’s Coke shop. Inside you can sample Coca Cola Products from all over the world. Kids and adults love getting as much free pop as they want. 

When you are near Journey into Imagination with Figment, look at the water fountain across from the entrance. People don’t realize it but the water flows upward not down. 

Another secret that may be commonly known by now is the architecture from each country. Walt Disney actually went to every country that is in Epcot and paid their top architect to come to Epcot to build their countries buildings and pavilions. Walt Disney wanted each country to be authentic and he paid the price to achieve his goal. 
Secrets in Hollywood studios

When entering Muppet Vision, you will see a sign reading “be back in a five, key is under the mat”. Look and see and if the key is still there. If so, give it to a cast member and you will get either special seating for the show, or a little souvenir. This works best if you go to Hollywood Studios early in the morning and make this your first attraction to see. If you go later, someone may have already found the key and the cast members, would not have had the opportunity to put it back yet.  

Also at the entrance on the wall you will see a big clock. Look closely and you will see that Gonzo is hanging from it. 
When you enter the staging area for the Muppet 3D show, look up and you will notice a net full of Jell-O. This is a nod to Annette Funicello, the most famous Disney Mouseketeer. 
When leaving the Muppet vision show, head towards Star Tours. Along the wall you will see planters with flowers in them, but the last planter will have a fake ice cream sundae dish in it instead.  Here is the reason why… when Disney land first opened, a guest left a sundae dish in a plant instead of throwing it in the garbage. Walt Disney personally saw this, and then he watched as 12 different cast members walked by the mess and wouldn’t clean it up. All 12 employees were fired immediately for not going out of their way to keep the park clean.  Walt Disney then put this fake Ice Cream Sundae Dish in each park on purpose as a symbol of reminding each Cast Member to keep it clean. I have tried to find out where the rest of the ice cream plants are in other parks, but I cannot find.
Near the entrance to the Indiana Jones show, there is a well, with a sign that reads “do not pull the rope”. Pull the rope twice and hear what happens. 
Across the street from the Lights Motor Action Stunt Show, you will see an umbrella.  Go under and umbrella and pull the button. Everyone sees this umbrella and thinks it is just a decoration, but trust me it is not. 
If you want to be picked as an extra for the Indiana Jones Show, I was told by the Imagineer to show up an hour early. I know it stinks to sit there for an hour, but bring some snacks and take a break from all the walking. During this wait, the Cast Members will ask the audience to “go wild” if they want to be an extra for the show.  When they look at the people who are “going wild” they always pick the people who were there first. 
If you want to experience the queue at the Tower of Terror, but then not go on the ride, ask the cast member and they will allow you to. You will then at least get to hear the stories and see all of the cool stuff in the building.
As you leave the Library in the Tower of Terror, you will see a fuse box. It says “don’t touch”, but it is ok to pull the handles. 

If you ever go to the Brown Derby Restaurant, ask to see and read the guestbook. 

Here’s a funny tip.  In the courtyard of the Mann’s Chinese Theatre, look at the celebrity handprints. You will see that Charlton Heston stupidly misspelled his own name and Disney cannot change it. 

In the Honey I shrunk the Kids Playground, look for the big dog. Then put your arm up his nose and you will hear a loud sneeze. 
When you are walking at the end of Sunset Blvd, look at the ground at the corner. You will see an imprint which reads, “Mortimer & Co 1928 Contractors”. Nobody knows what this means and they do not even give it a seconds thought. In 1928, instead of Mickey Mouse, his name was suppose to be Mortimer mouse.  This was changed, but Walt Disney still put this emblem in the ground to pay homage to his original thought and creation. 
If you are going to watch the Beauty and the Beast live show, make sure you look at the ground near the entrance and bring a camera. It is only here where all the Celebrity’s carved their names in the cement along with their handprint. Some comedians even drew funny pictures. 

Another funny tip is in the Great movie ride. When entering the Indiana Jones movie, look at the hieroglyphics, they are of R2D2 and C3PO.

In the shop next to Pizza Planet in DHS you’ll see several large wooden packing crates. Try lifting the lids of a few of them. Let the kids do it, they will get a surprise. 

Secrets in Animal Kingdom 
In animal Kingdom, there are a lot of secrets. Unfortunately, like Epcot, this park is way too big and I have never had the time to explore and confirm them all. Here are some easy things to remember. 

If you are at Animal Kingdom and the lines are huge, go into the Rain Forest Café instead. Off to the side, there is a side secret entrance to get into the park with not so many lines. 

In Animal Kingdom, if you get an ice cream, get it at Tamu Tamu Refreshments. It’s the only place where their ice cream is served in a souvenir dish. 

If you do the Safari, the best time to go on it is in the morning. In the morning, the animals are more active and they are jumping around playing and are very energetic. Towards the afternoon, it is pretty much nap time with all the heat that they have taken in.  

When you are walking the pathway between Africa and Asia, look closely at the trees on either side, inside you may see “Miss Devine” a girl on stilts in tree camouflage. The camouflage is so good; nobody ever notices her standing there. 

When you are near the conservation area, keep an eye out for “PUSH” the talking trash can. This can interacts with kids and adults. 
After riding the Dinosaur ride, as you get out and walk, you will notice three big pipes. They are three colors, red, yellow and white. There is a formula written on them, but nobody knows what it is and they do not pay attention. These are the chemical formulas to make Ketchup, Mustard and Mayonnaise. Just a weird FYI for you. 
Throughout Animal Kingdom, have your kids look closely in the bushes or anywhere grassy. Disney unleashed thousands of Geckos and your kids will have fun trying to catch them. 
The most important tip is to remember that Animal kingdom is the largest park. If you go there on your 4th or 5th day, you will most likely not be in the mood to walk around. The best tip is to make sure you see this park in the beginning of your vacation when you have the strength and energy. 
DINING TIPS 

If you are staying outside the Disney World Resorts, the best tip I can give you for dining is to utilize Restaurant.com Gift Certificates. They are cheap and will save you a lot of money. In the Orlando area, there are several very nice restaurants that accept Restaurants.com, such as restaurants inside the Swan and Dolphin Resorts as well as places in Downtown Disney.
If you are not familiar with restaurant.com, here is how it works; 
They give you gift cards for half the price and sometimes even 80% off at different restaurants in the Orlando area. For example, you can buy a $25.00 House of Blues restaurant.com certificate for only $4.00. The only condition is that you need to spend at least $35.00 to use it. So therefore you spend $35.00 and after the Gift Certificate, the final cost of your meal is $10.00. 
When we go to Orlando, my family of four goes for 2 weeks and we usually stay in a condo outside of Disney. These Restaurant.com certificates have saved us a ton of money. For example, on our last trip, we bought a $50.00 certificate at Giordano’s Pizza in Orlando, which only cost us $12.00.  However, we had to spend $100.00 in order to utilize the $50.00 certificate. So we went to Giordano’s for lunch and ordered our meals that totaled about $40.00. Then we ordered and Extra Pizza, extra chicken fingers, extra pizza logs in order to get our bill up to $100.00 dollars. The Extra pizza we cooked in the condo the next day for dinner and the Chicken Fingers and Pizza Logs all served as excellent snacks while being in the park the next day. So in the end, we spent $50.00 on food one day, but that was enough food to feed our entire family of four for two days. 
The next Dining Tip I have is only for the people who are staying inside the resorts and have purchased the dining plan.  As you know, your tickets will immediately reflect all of your dining credits. For Example, if you have a family of four, you most likely will have about 30 meal credits and 30 snack credits on your resort cards.
Now here is the tip; if the cashier in the restaurant sees your children, they will immediately give you kid’s meals.  Unfortunately, the kid’s meals are skimpy. What you need to do is have one of the parents sit at the table with the kids out of sight. Then have the other parent purchase the meals. By doing this, you will get four adult meals, which come with many extras that the kids meals do not include. 

When we stay in the resorts with the dining plan, we will only go to the counter and get 3-meals. One for each of the parents and our two kids split the third adult meal. This is way more than enough food and by doing this; we then get extra meals to use out of your package per day. It definitely comes in handy and saves us from buying snacks or food late at night. 
The most common money saving tip for you is to not waist your money buying souvenirs inside the park or the resorts. You can find the exact same stuff for 75% cheaper at discount stores all throughout International Drive or W Irlo Bronson BLVD. 
My kids are very picky and during our last trip, they wanted these Mickey and Donald surfing T-Shirts. In the resorts and park gift shops, these shirts were $17.00 each. At Walgreens, the exact same T-Shirts were only $3.50 each. I of course bought them at Walgreens and surprised the kids later on. If they knew they were from Walgreens, they would have found any reason not to like them, but since they assumed I got them from the park, they then loved them.
Also, Depending on the age of your children, another tip is to go to the Dollar store or any cheap store near you and purchase a lot of those big glow sticks and glow necklaces before you go on vacation. At night during the parades in the park, the Disney Cast Members are selling the exact same glow sticks and necklaces for $6.50 each.  Rather then hearing our kids beg, we will get the glow sticks at the dollar store before the trip, then inside the parks, we will take them out of our bags and hand them over. 

MISC. TIPS
If you pop your balloon, just bring the popped balloon to any cast member, who is selling balloons and they will give you a new one for free. We once found a popped balloon in the parking lot. Brought it in and got a free balloon. The next trip, we brought the same balloon to a cast member and got another new one. Balloons are almost $10.00. It’s nice to know you can keep bringing it in for a new one. 
Also at every park, as long as you have a cup or water bottle, each vender will refill with water for free. All the water they use is purified, so it is a lot better then using the drinking fountain.

If you are on the Mono Rail or Disney Bus, get the honorary license for kids. You just have to ask the driver and he will give them to each child. 

Unlike other counter service locations, drink refills are free at the Backlot Express Restaurant at Disney's Hollywood Studios. If you have a 10-day pass and are planning on going to Hollywood Studios multiple times, it’s well worth the initial charge as long as you utilize the refills. I admit I use the refills to fill up my kids empty water bottles as well.
In Animal Kingdom, there is a bridge near Kali River Rapids. There are buttons that cause the elephant statues to spray water on the riders in the rafts below
If you're willing to sit through a speech, the Disney Vacation Club offers tours of their condo and hotel room properties. After you complete the 90 min tour, they will then give you either a 15.00 gift card for each adult or a fast pass for the day. We did it three times; twice we got a fast pass, once we got the gift card. They will even let you put your kids in their Disney Day Care Center while the parents our doing the tour. 

As for the transportation, you do not need to pay $15.00 a day in order to go to the theme parks. Before going to any of Disney’s Parks, go to Downtown Disney instead. They have Shuttles in front of the Best Western Hotel that will take you to and from any of the parks for free. It is meant for people staying at the Best Western, but don’t worry, they never ask for ID and you will not be the only one doing this. 
One of the most important tips is to remember to go to the guest services kiosk ticket counter and get free pins. They have free pins for every occasion. Birthday, Anniversary, family Reunion, First Roller Coaster ETC.  These are great souvenirs to have. 
We always go to Disney on our anniversary. Instead of us wearing the pins, my son and daughter wear them. The cast members always comment on how adorable they look and we have been given free things as a result. Free Popcorn, Drinks and free Mickey Mouse Rice Krispy treats. Twice on different vacations, as we were walking, a cast member stopped us and then started talking to our kids. They asked them silly questions regarding how long they have been married for and joking around like that. Afterwards, they then asked the kids if we would like a fast pass to ride Space Mountain. Of course we accepted and it was all because of wearing the pins.  

TOM SAWYER ISLAND. 

As you have probably read about on the web, there are paint brushes hidden on the island. The trick is you have to get there early. The Island opens at 10am so try to be the first in line. When you get on the Island, go into the Mining cave. Look up at the Window sill and there you will find the paint brush. 5-years in a row for us, it has been there, so I am sure it will be there for you to Your reward for finding the brush is a free fast pass for your entire party for either splash mountain or thunder mountain. 

Fast Pass Tips 

Everyone is always looking for ways to get more fast passes. I have found a few ways that have worked for my family. 

If you are a family of four like mine, this way has worked a lot for me. Use two tickets for a fast pass on one ride and the use the other two tickets on a fast pass for a different ride. When you go to enter the ride, tell the Cast Member that your kids didn’t want to go on the ride at first, but now they have changed their mind and begging to go on now with us. Just ask if it is all right to get two fast passes for your kids and they have never turned me and my kids down. If the kids are present, they will always do what they can to make the children happy.
At the end of the night, before leaving the park, put your tickets in a ride for a fast past. Usually if you leave at 11pm, the return on fast- passes is around 12:35AM. The next day, go to the ride and tell the cast member “the kids were sleeping at the return time, is it ok to get new passes for today for the KIDS”. As long as the kids are around the Cast Members have always given us free tickets. I know they say the rules are to not do so, but they have for us. You will never know unless you ask. 
Money making Tips

If you are only going to Disney World for 7-days, instead of buying Tickets for 7-days, buy tickets for 10-days. For example, (Current Price) a 7-day Park Hopper in Disney World cost $356.00. A 10-day Park Hopper cost $380.00. The difference in price is only $24.00, but you get an extra 3 days with park hopper. Now here is the tip. All throughout Orlando on International Dr. and W. Irlo Bronson Blvd; there are signs advertising that they buy unused tickets. It is not illegal to sell your tickets to the people who advertise buying them. It is only illegal to sell them to a friend. Now being that you paid $24.00 for the 3 extra days, you can make a lot of money back, because these venders will purchase your 3 remaining days for about $60.00. So if you have a family of four and bought the extra days, you then spent an extra $96.00. After you sell your remaining days, you will then get back $240.00. This is what we do and it is very nice to get cash back after the vacation. To get the best price, when you buy your tickets, keep the receipt. If you show the vender the receipt of when you purchased the tickets and then let him know the day you arrived, they will then pay top price, knowing that the tickets are not counterfeit. 
Hidden Mickey’s
Our Hidden Mickey’s Tour begins at the entrance to Magic Kingdom. 

TOWN SQUARE 

As you pass under the Walt Disney World Railroad and enter Town Square, take a look at the clock atop City Hall to the left.  When the clock strikes 12:00, the base of the clock hands forms a Hidden Mickey.  

Now we're off to the Car Barn, located between City Hall and The Emporium, next to the Harmony Barber Shop.  Take a look inside and, if you're lucky, you'll see horse bridles hanging, each with shiny brass Hidden Mickey’s catching the light.  You'll also find these on the horses of Main Street, U.S.A. 

MAIN STREET, U.S.A.

As you begin to pass down Main Street, U.S.A., take a look at the street lamps on each side of the street.  At the right time of day, the shadows of the streetlamps form a Hidden Mickey.  

Towards the middle of Main Street, U.S.A. and on your left as you walk towards Cinderella Castle, you'll find a small stained glass window high atop The Emporium.  If you study this window carefully, you'll find that the different colors of stained glass form a classic 3-circle hidden Mickey.


PARTNERS STATUE 

You'll need to be there at the right time of day, but look at the shadow cast by the iron scrollwork of the railing around the base of the statue.

THE HALL OF PRESIDENTS

In the viewing hall, you'll find a portrait of George Washington.  Study the sword he is holding.

THE HAUNTED MANSION 

Now we're off to the Haunted Mansion to find a couple of classic Hidden Mickey’s.  One of the more famous Hidden Mickey’s located in the park can be found in the classic ballroom scene of The Haunted Mansion.  There, at the left end of the table and amidst all the dancing ghosts, you'll find three plates arranged to form a classic 3-circle Hidden Mickey.  

As you pass towards the end of the graveyard scene, study the face of a small ghost in the passageway to the right.  

As you approach the woman with the red beating heart, look to the other side and notice three pots hanging on a post.

The ride is over, but it's not time to stop looking, as this one is underfoot.  As you exit the Haunted Mansion, look down and spot a Hidden Mickey next to a gate.

SPLASH MOUNTAIN

There are a few Hidden Mickey’s on Splash Mountain.  Some are easy to find, while others are not.  One is obvious to some, but impossible to see to others.  Here's one everyone can find. As you begin the ride, look for barrels stacked to form a Hidden Mickey.

As you make your way to the big drop, study the outline of the opening through which your log will pass before dropping.  Do you see Mickey Mouse's side profile?

BIG THUNDER MOUNTAIN RAILROAD 

Now head towards "The Wildest Ride in the Wilderness!". . . Big Thunder Mountain Railroad.  Watch for this famous Hidden Mickey at the end of the ride.  Keep an eye on the right side of the track and look for sets of gears just beyond the dinosaur bones.  One of those sets looks like a classic Hidden Mickey. 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 

Of course, pirates aren't going to make it easy to find this Hidden Mickey loot.  Look for a drunken pirate and his cat.  Above the cat, you'll spot a shadow, a portion of which looks familiar.

This next Hidden Mickey combines a famous scene with a famous mouse!  As you continue on the attraction, you'll come upon the scene of the prisoners trying to entice the dog to bring them the keys. Notice the shape of the lock on the jail cell door. 


JUNGLE CRUISE 

Now we're off to take a Jungle Cruise. There, in the thick of the Jungle, you'll find a plane. Take a good look at the rivets in its side.  Is that what you think it is?  

In the Cambodian Temple Ruins, you'll spot a giant spider with a familiar marking on its back. 

SPACE MOUNTAIN 

Now journey across Magic Kingdom to Space Mountain.  Because it's a dark attraction, there aren't many Hidden Mickey’s to be seen here, but take a look at the carpet as you exit. 

BUZZ LIGHTYEAR'S SPACE RANGER SPIN 

It's time to test your target shooting prowess at Buzz Lightyear's Space Ranger Spin. While in the queue line, look for a large poster titled, "Planets of the Galactic Alliance."  Pay attention to the shape of the continents on the planet "Pollost Prime."  As you enjoy the attraction, keep an eye out for the planet "Pollost Prime" again as it flies by on the right side wall as you ride through the space video room.

FANTASYLAND

SNOW WHITE'S SCARY ADVENTURES 

We're now off to Fantasyland and Snow White's Scary Adventures.  Board the ride and spy the Wicked Queen looking into her magic mirror.  At the top of the mirror, you'll find a classic 3-circle Hidden Mickey. 

Take a moment to study the chimney of the Dwarf's cottage.  Do you see Mickey Mouse, there below the bluebird?

"It’s a small world"

As you float through this classic attraction, look for a vine with purple flowers.  You'll find it in the Africa portion, next to an elephant.

THE MANY ADVENTURES OF WINNIE THE POOH

Now stroll towards the Hundred Acre Wood and study the radishes in Rabbit's garden.

CAROUSEL OF PROGRESS

This attraction includes a number of Hidden Mickey’s.  You'll find him hidden on a pepper mill, within a painting and even as a lid atop a cup.  

Of course, there are more Hidden Mickey’s appearing every day throughout The Magic Kingdom.  New ones appear, old ones disappear and new favorites are just around the corner so keep looking!


EPCOT HIDDEN MICKEYS


 
The Epcot Hidden Mickey’s Tour will take you around the world, through time and into space!  


Mission: SPACE 

We begin our tour with Mission: SPACE. You can ride the attraction or simply visit the gift shop to find four Hidden Mickey’s.  Near the exit doors of the ride, look up and study the middle square in the ceiling.  Now study the electrical cabling and boxes on the walls to find more Hidden Mickey’s.

TEST TRACK 

From Mission: SPACE, we speed over to Test Track.  In the queue area, look for a Mickey Mouse Pez dispenser in a cup on a workbench.  As you enter the first Environmental Test Office, look for a Mickey Mouse pencil in the cup.  You'll need to be fast with the next one.  As you enter the Corrosion Chamber, look to the right to see a Hidden Mickey in the rust, and then look to the left to see two more Hidden Mickey’s! 

LIVING WITH THE LAND 

From Test Track, find your way across Future World to Living with the Land, and look at the mural at the back of the entrance queue. Study the bubbles.  

GARDEN GRILL RESTAURANT 

Nearby, inside the Garden Grill Restaurant, you'll find a mural with sunflowers on the back wall.  Pay particular attention to the sunflowers to find Mickey. 

JOURNEY INTO IMAGINATION WITH FIGMENT 

Our next stop is at Journey Into Imagination with Figment.  In the exit hallway of the attraction, look closely for a classic Hidden Mickey.  Find the rotating earth image within "Epcot" and study the shape of the continents.  In the waiting area of Cranium Command, study Walt Disney's brain.  Also, on the chain of Principal Hardcase's desk lamp you'll find what you seek. 

Travel the world to find Hidden Mickey’s in some of the pavilions of Epcot's World Showcase.  We'll begin our journey at Norway and continue clockwise around World Showcase Lagoon. 

NORWAY 

Here's a favorite Hidden Mickey.  Take a good look at the mural in the loading area for the Maelstrom attraction and look for the Viking in a boat to the left wearing Mickey Mouse ears.

GERMANY 

As you enter the plaza at the Germany pavilion, study the crowns atop the three suits of armor adorning the facade of the building to the right.  Can you find which one has a Hidden Mickey?  Hint: Take a photo with your digital camera and zoom in.

U.S.A. PAVILION - THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE 

There are a number of Hidden Mickey’s throughout this pavilion, but here's one that's a bit hard to see.  At the end of The American Adventure Show, look at the fireworks behind the torch of The Statue of Liberty. 


JAPAN 

Japan's koi fish pond holds more than just fish.  Look for a small Hidden Mickey, which can sometimes be obscured by leaves.  Hint: You'll think it's . . . grate!  Find the trees in the courtyard and study the grates at their base. 

MOROCCO 

This is a classic 3-circle Hidden Mickey hiding in plain site!  Notice the architecture of the façade at the promenade shop. 

FRANCE 

Stroll to the ornamental garden and study the landscaping.  Look for a small pruned bush which forms a classic 3-circle Hidden Mickey.  It's at an oblique angle from where you stand, which makes it a bit difficult to see, but it's there. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

This Hidden Mickey is all about sports. You'll have a ball, because that's your racquet . . . or your sign! 

CANADA 

As you approach the pavilion, you'll notice a totem pole to the left.  Look for a Hidden Mickey high on its side. 



DISNEY'S ANIMAL KINGDOM HIDDEN MICKEY’S
 

CAMP MINNIE-MICKEY 

As you enter Camp Minnie-Mickey, you'll find two notable Hidden Mickey’s.  One can be found atop a pole . . . while another can be found on a house with a hole.  

Throughout Camp Minnie-Mickey, you'll sometimes find birdhouses hung in the trees. Take a close look at each one.  

When you finish your Ice Cream, you'll need to throw away your napkin. 

AFRICA 

The next stop on our tour is a visit to Harambe Village in Africa.  This Hidden Mickey can be a bit difficult to find.  Stand facing the Mombasa Marketplace and look on the ground off to the left.  Can you find the small, round utility cover with a "D" in the middle? 

KILIMANJARO SAFARIS

As you prepare to embark on your safari, take a moment to study the rafters of the queue area.  Look for a water jug with a familiar Hidden Mickey.


CONSERVATION STATION 

As you enter the Conservation Station, you'll see countless animals painted on the walls in the entryway.  On the changing display right in front of the entrance, you'll find Mickey Mouse in the center of an orange star. 

Starting on your right as you enter, find the Ostrich and look eye to eye.

Now find an opossum nearby.  It sees what the Ostrich sees. 

Nothing as cute as a squirrel, as he sees it. 

Right above the squirrel is a hippopotamus. Study its lower jaw.

Find the owl, for it is wise to where you'll find a Hidden Mickey. 

Find a Mickey Mouse small enough to ride on the back of a butterfly. 

In the main room, at the base of the tree to the left of the "Song of the Rainforest" sign, you'll find three mushrooms. 

To the left of the "Song of the Rainforest" sign, you'll find a mural with some small flies. Look closely to find the one fly with a Hidden Mickey.

It's time to leave Conservation Station.  When you leave and wait for the train, look up and see if you can find a Hidden Mickey in the architecture. 
MAHARAJA JUNGLE TREK

The Maharaja Jungle Trek is a journey through the ruins of an ancient palace. 

Shortly after you begin your trek, you'll come upon a ruin with a number of archways and colorful images of the king, a tiger, beautiful scenery and more.  Study these images to find numerous Hidden Mickey’s.  

At the first arch, find a tiger and study the water beneath it.  Now find an image of the king holding a bow and arrow.  Perhaps he's "heard" you're looking for a Hidden Mickey. Find the square panels painted with ornate designs of flowers and leaves between the arched doorways in the ruins, and look for a couple of Hidden Mickey’s.  As you continue on your trek, you'll come upon an aviary with a stone entrance.  To the right, you'll find a carving of a man wearing a necklace. Legend has it his necklace holds what you seek. 

KALI RIVER RAPIDS

Journey now to the Kali River Rapids and look for a classic Hidden Mickey formed by three plates as you pass through the rooms in the queue for the ride. 

EXPEDITION EVEREST

Before you launch your expedition, you'll want to stop into Tashi's General Store for supplies, including black light switches. You'll find them under glass in a display case.


DINOLAND, U.S.A. 

Next, we step into the colorful world of DinoLand, U.S.A. to find a couple more Hidden Mickey’s. 

PRIMEVAL WHIRL 

Study the meteors which adorn the attraction. Many sport craters which form a classic three-circle Hidden Mickey. 

CRETACEOUS TRAIL 

This is a small Hidden Mickey, but it rests on the back of a big dinosaur. Look for it at one end of the Cretaceous Trail. 

THE BONEYARD

We finish our tour of Disney's Animal Kingdom at the Boneyard.  When you're finished looking for the remains of a wooly mammoth, study the base of the drinking fountains inside the entrance.  It might help if it gets a bit wet.


Hollywood Studios Hidden Mickey’s

INTERSECTION OF HOLLYWOOD AND SUNSET BLVDS.   

Look up and you'll find Mickey Mouse peering from behind a map atop the street signs.  


Take a moment to study the gold scrollwork of the façade on the nearby Sunset Club Couture. 

THE TWILIGHT ZONE TOWER OF TERROR

Our next stop on the tour takes us to another dimension . . . The Twilight Zone Tower of Terror.  There are several Hidden Mickey’s found here.  Look for a pair of wire-rimmed glasses on the Concierge's desk just inside the entrance to the hotel lobby.  While quite dusty, you'll notice they're folded into a classic Hidden Mickey.  In addition, look carefully at the little girl getting onto the elevator with her parents. She's clutching a vintage Mickey Mouse doll. 

ROCK 'N' ROLLERCOASTER


Take a moment in the preboarding area to look for a classic 3-circle Hidden Mickey coiled near a guitar stand.

MAMA MELROSE'S RISTORANTE ITALIANO 

Now we're off to Mama Melrose's Ristorante Italiano on the other side of Disney's Hollywood Studios.  As you enter the restaurant, look to the right and find a Dalmatian with a classic Hidden Mickey on its right shoulder. 

TOY STORY PIZZA PLANET 

Time to journey over to Toy Story Pizza Planet for an out-of-this-world Hidden Mickey.  Up above one of the counter registers, you'll find a classic Hidden Mickey in one of the constellations. 

STREETS OF AMERICA 

Travel across country now to the Streets of America.  Look down a side street to find a barber shop with an interesting sign.  You're looking for a Hidden Mickey on "one. . . Dalmatian."

We finish our tour with a stroll over to a San Francisco street.  Find the large mural and read the newspapers carefully.  You'll find two references to the famous Mouse. 



LIGHTS, MOTORS, ACTION! EXTREME STUNT SHOW


During the show, look for the car with the Hidden Mickey blast mark on the side.



I hope you have enjoyed these tips and I hope you have a great family vacation. Here is a checklist if needed.
The Following was updated 3/13/13. A friend emailed me this link of some interesting tidbits I thought I should add. I copied and pasted the entire article, even though a few things here I already addressed. EnJoY!!!
EPCOT

General—(1) The sidewalks twinkle at night.  Take the right-hand path after the Epcot ball.  You'll come upon them.  Absolutely magical.  And the fireflies in the trees!  (2) The distance around the World Showcase, from China to Canada, is 1.2.5 miles.  (3) The World Showcase park entrance, we found the upside down classic Mickey in the clock.  (4) The concrete paths around the lagoon are red to make the grass appear greener.  (5) A great, uncrowded place to visit characters is the bench near the rail past the International Gateway.  It's on your right if you're coming form the BC.  It might be across that first clothing store when you get in.  (6) There is a butterfly garden behind Mouse Gears.

African Outpost—(1) Open the lids of the crates and see what happens.  (2) If you are over near China/African Outpost in the early afternoon, the drawbridge goes up and you can watch them bring out the launching islands for Illuminations.  It's a bit of a wait as the drawbridge is open, so traffic stops and you can't cross the bridge until they finish.

American Pavilion--(1) View the American Flag that was taken from the rubble of 9/11/2001.  It will put a lump in your throat and a tear in your eye.  (2) When you go to see the show, you will have to go up to what seems to be the second floor.  The reason for this is, all of the different platforms with the presidents on them are actually stored under the seats that you are sitting on.  They come sliding out as they are needed and then go back under when they are finished.  (3) The building that the American Adventure is in is really 5 stories, but has tall doors and windows to make it look like it is only 3 stories.  It's hard to tell, but have one person go stand by the door to the gift shop, and you'll be able to tell that the opening is about 12 feet high!  (4) Was designed using "forced perspective" (same as the castle in MK) because Imagineers discovered that a building from that time period would have been too small to be seen across World Showcase Lagoon.  (5) In the American Pavilion, there are paintings along the front wall.  One of the first ones opens to reveal an elevator.  (6) The colonial soldiers (am not sure if that is what they are called, but were dressed up like the time of George Washington) in America--They come out with the flag, and they have a small band and there is a drummer boy.  They do a little ceremony of sorts.

Canada—(1) In Canada, at Epcot's World Showcase, there is a huge "rock" at the Kodak picture spot.  Before IllumiNations-Reflections of Earth begin, the top of the "rock" will open, and sound and lighting equipment for IllumiNations will come out.  I was standing right by the "rock" when it happened and was amazed at what I was seeing!  (2) There was a walking trail in Canada, with an old abandoned mine and waterfalls?  I knew of the one on the way to see that movie, O'Canada, but supposedly, there is another one--a real walking trail to show you the landscape of Canada.  (3) The waterfall was put there because the sound of the water masks the fact that there is a huge generator directly behind it.  (4) There is a building in Canada that is only 3 stories high, but has 5 rows of windows to make it look taller.  (5) Do you know how many of the three totem poles are real??  One--The are two on your right and one on your left.  The one on your left is a 700# cedar totem pole.  Two have two distinct markings that show they are two large pieces of fiberglass stacked on top of each other.  The 30-foot "real" totem pole raised there in April 1998 is carved by a renowned Tsimshian Indian carver, David Boxley.  The totem pole is three stories of Raven, a traditional story amongst Northwest Coastal Indians.  The top of the pole depicts the story of Raven tricking the Chief of the Skies to release the sun, moon, & stars from a carved cedar chest (box).  (6) The trees in Canada are replaced when they grow too big!  (7) Also, the plants at Canada change with the seasons, not to correspond with Buchart Gardens but to simulate the seasons in Canada.  White in winter, gold and red in autumn, etc.  They can't correspond to Buchart Gardens because the weather in Disney is different than on Vancouver Island.  However, the flower gardens there represent Buchart Gardens.

China—(1) The temple in China is acoustically perfect--if you stand exactly in the middle of the room, your voice will echo back to you.  (2) You can purchase a fan, and they will personalize it for free.  They write the name in Chinese.  The fan is very inexpensive, around four dollars.  (3) China pathways narrow to help create the feeling of crowded streets and lots of people.

France—(1) The Eiffel tower is the only "carrot" in the WS--the only thing that cannot be reached by the general public.  (2) Be sure to find Belle's library.  If you're searching for Belle and Beast, you're almost sure to walk through, but even if you're not, browse the shops and you'll find yourself there as well.  There are countless references to classic Disney tales.  Shelves are lined with favorite stories, knickknacks like gargoyles from Hunchback and the rose from Beauty and the Beast are there, and I remember some more obscure Disney references catching my eye as well.  There's also a beautiful stained glass window, just like the mosaics during the prologue of B&TB.  (3) Between France and Morocco, you'll notice that there is a section of pavement that looks different.  This is supposed to symbolize the Straits of Gibralter.

Germany—(1) Being in Germany at the top of the hour.  At the courtyard in Germany if you look up towards the back there is a clock.  If you are there around the hour, it will ring and a German boy and girl will come out  (they are made our of wood, they are not real) and twirl around.  Sometimes the clock is a little off on the time and you have to wait a few minutes.  (2) While you're looking at the train set in Germany, look at the church on the side of the bridge closer to the lagoon.  Over the doorway are, I think, 4 (four) hidden Mickeys.  They are Mickey hats.  (3) Also in the train set—On the side of the bridge farthest from the lagoon, in the brownish-colored castle, on the right side in the farthest window is a hidden Mickey.  It looks like one of the little rubber ones you can buy.  He is dressed up in his suit and is just standing there in the window.  (4) If you go into Germany on the right side, walk straight to the back wall {through the tables and chairs} and knock on the wall.  There is a big mural on it . You will get a hollow sound.  It is a plywood wall that covers the area that was in the original plans for the pavilion, supposed to be the entrance to the Rhine river boat ride, which never panned out for whatever reason.

Ice Station Cool—(1) When you go into the Coke station, get a little of the "Italy-Beverly" flavor and act like you are drinking it then tell everyone how delicious it is.  They will all take a big gulp and gag!!!  It is disgusting!  I have had lots of fun with this and dh always goes along with me to fool the newbies.  The looks on their faces are always priceless!  (2)  It used to be Ice Station Cool, but now it's "Club Cool."  If you are walking towards the world showcase from future world it is on the right hand side of the large fountain. If you walk past the fountain you have gone too far.

Innoventions—(1) Innoventions West, at the IBM exhibit, you can email pictures of yourself.  (2) Innoventions East the ten-second video clip you can email.  (3) Look for the solar powered lawnmowers at EPCOT.

International Gatewa--(1) When you are crossing that little bridge to France you are symbolically crossing "the English Channel"?  (2) At the International Gateway, near France, on the bridge in the lagoon area there's a bicycle sitting on the land near the water with an artist's canvas next to it.  The painting there looks finished, too.  It took me a long time to see that Disney detail; it's easily missed.

Italy—(1) If you wander around behind the shops (where the fountains are), look around for little red press-buttons that say "press for a surprise" (or something to that affect).  If you press the button, water squirts from a different location.  It’s always fun to see where the water comes from when you do it, and then, wait for an unsuspecting person to walk by.  They can't ever figure it out.  (2) In Italy, when you are walking towards the pavilion, you have the shop with the clothes on the left.  OK, that building, the columns have little men, maybe monks (?) carved into them, a little over head level.  I am not 100% if I am right on the EXACT location, but there is the corner column, then either the next one or the one after that (so either the second or third from the end of the corner of the World Showcase walkway and the one leading into Italy), one of the men is actually holding a bowling ball.  All of the figures seem to be holding something round, but only one has a bowling ball.  I had to have a CM taller than me point it out, as I was too short (I’m 5’5”) and could only feel it with my fingers.  The CM told me one of the architects was a bowler and wanted to leave that in the building.  (3) Located in the central plaza of the Italy pavilion, known as the "Plaza del Teatro," you can find the "Fontana de Nettuno."  This fountain contains the image of Neptune, the God of the Sea, and was inspired by Gian Lorenzo Bernini's Fountain of Trevi, located in Rome, Italy.  The original famous fountain is often recognized as having been seen in Federico Fellini's classic film, "La Dolce Vita."

Japan—(1) The Japanese pagoda has 5 stories and each symbolizes something.  They are in ascending order, which represent the elements from which Buddhists believe all things in the universe are created:  earth, water, fire, wind and sky.  (2) Upside down classic Mickeys in gold (bells?)  (3) The statue to the right as you enter Japan was a gift from the government of Japan when MK opened and was moved to Epcot when it opened.  (4) At Japan try to find out the times that the woman makes animals out of candy.  She will give them (for free) to some of the children in the group standing there.  It is amazing to watch her do this.

Living Sea--(1) In Epcot at Sea Base Alfa, look at the beams inside.  You will see a bunch of letters and numbers.  The people who worked on building it wanted to leave something, so the letters and numbers mean something special to each one who worked on the building  (2)  When you leave notice the overhang coming out is very large.  That is to give you eyes time to get readjusted to the sunlight.  (3) The Living Seas Pavilion measures 203’ in diameter, 27’ deep, and contains 5.7 million gallons of salt water.  The Aquarium is so large that Spaceship Earth (160’ in diameter) would fit inside with room to spare.

Mexico--There are relief carvings on the sides of the pyramid in Mexico.   They were added later after they realized that small children liked to climb those little steps!

Mission:  Space—(1) In the gift store, look at the ceiling.  Double Hidden Mickey.  I think I can make out both a classic and a profile hidden Mickey in the same scene.  (2) When you are in the gift shop of Mission Space, look at the walls.   It looks like electrical boxes and wiring.  Some of these boxes are Mickeys heads.  (3) On Mission Space, if you start flipping all of the switches and turning the dials and stuff "Lt. Dan" comes over your speaker and tells you not to touch them.

Morocco—(1) All the tiles and carvings in Morocco were hand made and none depict life.  (2) When they light up all the countries in Epcot as part of Illuminations, they do not light up the temple in Morocco as this would violate their religious beliefs.  (3) You can take a guided tour of Moracco.  Times vary, there is no charge, and it is about 20 min, if I remember correctly.  It was run out of the tourism office room (now Tangere Cafe).  I would just ask a CM at Markesh kiosk.  It really is worth the time.  (4) Across from Morocco there is a aqua-duct.  Most people wallk by.  They grow vegetables and plants there.  It is really neat to look at.  (5) When they were asked to join WS, the King was so excited and thrilled that they had been asked.  He sent his own men over there to built it and totally paid for the construction.  It did not cost Disney anything to build.  (6) There is a "gold" prayer room in Morocco that was included for the CM and is open to the public.  (7) When walking through Morocco, take a look at all of the mosaic tile artwork on the walls.  You will notice that each mosaic has at least one cracked/flawed tile in it.  This is because these mosaics were created by Moroccan artisans in a unique arrangement with the Moroccan government and Disney, as mentioned before.  The Moroccan people worship Allah and believe that only Allah can create something that is "perfect," so every mosaic was purposely flawed!

Norway—(1) The roof has grass growing on it!  Horticulture CMs get up on that roof and trim the grass with clippers since they don’t seem to have a goat to keep up there as they do in Norway.  (2) There is a secret on the Viking Ship Ride.  As you are waiting to aboard your ship, look closely at the painting on the wall of the Viking Ship and you will find Mickey on the ship.  (3) There's a very nice playground in Norway, too.  It has a Viking boat theme.  (4) There is also the ship behind the bakery and the bakery itself , rice cream and cloud horns to die for.

Soarin’--Look for the Hidden Mickeys in the golf ball and fireworks.

Test Track—(1) Test Track vehicles have three onboard computers that have more processing power than the space shuttle.  (2) Test Track is the fastest ride in WDW, at 65 mph.

The Land—(1) The address on the mail box in front of the farm house has 82 or 1982 on it.  The Park opened in 1982.  (2) Boat ride--watch for the lab set up on the right near the end of the ride.  There is a bunch of green test tubes in the shape of Mickeys head in the test tube holder on the far right.  

United Kingdom—(1) When approaching the UK from Canadian side, the first thing you come up to is the Rose and Crown on your left.  When the Imagineers visited the UK, they determined there were three types of pubs.  (Public Houses)  All three styles are reflected in the outside architecture of Rose and Crown.  One facade is the one you can see from the water side or Canada side, one facade is the entrance into the pub itself, and the third is for the fish and chips window.   The name Rose and Crown was chosen because after their study of the four countries, it was determined that the word "Rose" and the word "Crown" were the two most popular words contained in the naming of Pubs.  (2) As you look in front of you and to your right, you will see a line of shops.  The first is a tea shop.   It’s outside and inside architecture represents UK in the 1600s--thatched roof, huge hearth inside low ceilings, dark lighting even the style floor.  The next shop represents the 1700s and has a sign out front that says Est. 1702.   It has higher ceilings and basic wrought iron lighting fixtures.  If you look at it from the outside, you can see the cantilever build.  That served two purposes-the first was a legal form of tax evasion.  Subjects were taxed on the square footage of the downstairs.  Second and even more visual was what they threw out the upstairs windows into the drains that ran down the center of the streets.  Just another reason gentlemen walked nearer the road and wore large brimmed hats while ladies walked very near the bldgs.  The next building is 1800s neoclassical.  See the window styles and even how ornate the window coverings and lighting are?  Look up at the ceiling and how it is painted.  As you exit that shop, look to your right.  There is a whole other building over there, and it is in the same 1800s time frame to stay in sync.  Look at the rooftops.  See the Mary Poppins style chimneys?  (3) You should now be looking out over the garden area (intended to represent Hyde Park).  If you look to your left, you will see a typical shrubbery maze.  Only it is short hedges so children don't get lost.  The British Invasion used to perform in the gazebo right in the middle of the maze!  (4) If you come on around using the path rather than the road, you will see a not-a-Garden or more accurately a Knot-a-garden.  It represents the local apothecary.  The hedges are grown a foot or so high in the shape of a knot, and each "section" of the garden had a different herb planted in it.  (5) On that path back on the road to the international gateway was the butterfly box and garden.  Disney has plants that butterflies are naturally attracted to.  When the butterflies spin their baby cocoons, horticulture takes the cocoon and places it in this protective box.  It has a top and four sides but no bottom.  As the butterfly hatches, it simply flies out the bottom of the box.  As the plants it is attracted to are right there, they tend to never leave the British Butterfly Garden.  (6) There is a section in England where you can look up your family name and get information about it.  Names in the book are from ALL countries not just England ancestry.  There is a book to look up your name then they will pull up info in their computer and you can see your family crest and family name history - then they have all sorts of things that you can buy like mugs, shirts, plaques, etc.  (7) The fish and chips became so popular they added the "fast food" version.

Water Fountains—(1)  The shooting water fountains (not the big one) that the kids play in just before you enter the world showcase.  If you can time it just right you're unsuspecting buds will never forget their first encounter with these.  (2) The talking fountains are by the restrooms on the side of Innoventions facing The Land.  As you come through the center of the building walking towards The Land, make a quick left turn.  They are right there.  (3) Talking water fountains:  Outside Mousegear shop, behind Innoventions West, near the restroom between Innoventions and HISTA Pavilion, and near the play fountain between Future World and World Showcase (left side of the big fountain in FW as you are walking toward WS).

World Showcase (“WS”)—(1) In the World Showcase park entrance, we found the upside down classic Mickey in the clock.  (2) The frontage of each country is exactly the same, as is the height of their tallest feature (i.e., mountains in Canada, Eiffel tower, etc.).  Some spread out inside more than others, but the frontage on the walkway is the same.   They wanted to make sure everyone was equal—forced perspective is what makes some look taller.

	ems (check each off when you leave for your vacation 
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	Sunglasses, Eyeglasses, Contacts, Solutions, and general eye care 
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	Printable fun and games from Disney including calendars, greeting cards, play sets, coloring pages and school fun. Great stuff for a pre-Disney vacation! 
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	Change of clothes for the kids (you want them to have fun in the fountains and water features and not walk around in wet shorts all day right?) 
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	Change of socks (why, click here!) 
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	Moleskin (helps cushion the areas where blisters or hot-spots are forming on your feet) 
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	Sunscreen 
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	Hats (for sun protection) 
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	Medications, Aspirin, Tylenol, Tums and Pepto (first aid) 
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	Medical Cards 
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	Chewing Gum (you can't buy it on property) 
	[image: image21.wmf]
	[image: image22.wmf]

	ID's, Drivers License proof of insurance 
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	Camera, Cables, Batteries, Film, Storage Media and Bag 
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	Flash memory For Digital Cameras 
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	Cell Phones, Pager 
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	Two Way Radios 
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	Address book, PDA, Organizer 
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	Baby / Diaper wipes (for many reason other than baby bottoms!) 
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	Baby supplies (you know what you need) 
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	Ziploc bags (big and small) 
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	Toys, small games something portable for the kids to use while waiting in lines 
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	Hand Sanitizer 
	[image: image43.wmf]
	[image: image44.wmf]

	Ear plugs for anyone with sensitive ears 
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	Rain gear 
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	Pocket binoculars 
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	Soft sided cooler 
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	Snacks, crackers, non melting candy 
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	Frozen water bottles, use wide mouth for putting ice cubes, (click here for a great way to save on water!) 
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	Kool Aid, Tea, or filters for water bottles for those that dislike FLA water. 
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	Refillable mugs (resorts an water parks free refill mugs) 
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	Spay Bottle for misting 
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	Autograph book (or whatever you are having signed) 
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	Lanyard and trading pins 
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	PhotoPass card(s) 
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	A tote back for all this stuff 
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	The following are items only needed for the vacation (not for the parks) 

	 

	Print your FREE Trip/Budget Planner 
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	Hotel Info (phone, address etc) 
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	Rental Car Info 
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	Tickets! (make copies) 
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	Comfortable shoes (break them before leaving) 
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	Laundry soap 
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	Hygiene products 
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	Portable Games 
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	Season appropriate clothing 
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	Bathing suits, beach towels 
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	Souvenirs (cheaper to buy them before you get in the parks!) 
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	Flashlight with batteries for maps etc... 
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	Hotel / Home disinfecting bomb 
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	Dish Soap (wash those nasty hotel glasses) 
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